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and similarly through a number of stanzas in which the wife
explains away a pair of jackboots, a sword, a powdered wig,
etc. It ascended into literature in 1789, when Meyer translated
into German a broadside version of it called 'The Merry
Cuckold and his Wife", and gave it a new denouement in which
the man beats his wife and explains his blows as caresses sent
to her by her mother. Meyer's poem then descended again
into folk tradition. To quote Child: "It had a great and imme-
diate success, was circulated as a broadside, and was taken
up by the people, in whose mouth it underwent the usual
treatment of ballads traditionally propagated. From Germany
it spread into Scandinavia and Hungary and perhaps else-
where." Incidentally, the ballad is still in circulation, and there
are a number of versions still about, Scottish, English, and
American; and in the 1930*5, I learned by word of mouth a
Welsh version which is not in Child.
Thus the evidence about the ballads shows that they are
not a "pure" folk art in their origins or in their development.
Their beginnings have not yet been explained by one single
theory. It must be concluded that they have a multiplicity of
origins, and that the ballad writers took their material from a
variety of sources. Their later history shows the mutual
influence of oral tradition, print, and learned re-shaping. The
ballads can be defined neither by their origins nor by the
circumstances of their collection. They are not a category to
be defined scientifically, but an art form with its own particular
rules.
There is, therefore, no general problem of the ballads, but
only a number of special problems presented by the history
of individual ballads, and by various aspects of the ballads*
The most useful part of recent ballad scholarship has been
about such problems. One, for example, is the relationship
between ballads and the dance. Danish critics have traced the
influence of the mediaeval carole on the refrains and stanza
forms of their ballads. The most valuable of these studies

